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Prospect Island 



Prospect Island 
 

•  Historically farmed 
 

•  Part of Yolo Bypass 
 

•  Bought by USBR in 1994 for   
    NDNWR 
 
•  2000 – Congress fails to  
    authorize NDNWR 
 

•  X – 2007 breaches 
  
•  2009 – Federal Govt. makes  
    available via PBC process 
 

•  Northern 3/4 of the island  
    acquired by DWR in 2010 
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Prospect Island Existing ‘Feral’ Vegetation 



Screening-
Level 

Modeling 
(completed) 

Select 5 
Alternatives 
to Advance 

(in progress) 

Screening Criteria 
and Thresholds 

(completed) 

Broad Suite of 
Initial Restoration 

Alternatives 
(completed) 

Prospect Planning Process 

• Restoration 
objectives 

• Site conditions 
and setting  

• Opportunities and 
constraints 

• Outcomes 
hypotheses 

• Supporting future 
restorations 

• EIS/EIR 
• Permits 
• Construction 

(future) 

Phase 2 Screening 
Criteria and Thresholds 

(in progress) 

DRERIP 
Evaluation 
(completed) 

Feasibility 
Reviews 
(in progress) 

Phase 2 
Modeling 

(future) 

Draft Restoration Plan 
(in progress) 



Existing 
Topography 

 
• Extensive deeper acreage at 

Liberty vs. Prospect 
• Liberty deep scour hole at main 

breach, second scour hole at 
secondary breach; anticipate at 
Prospect 

• Liberty has extensive perimeter 
connectivity through eroded 
levee; maintain or abandon 
Prospect levees? 

• Liberty has extensive 
unvegetated areas within 
suitable emergent vegetation 
elevation. Promote emergent veg 
at Prospect 



Conceptual Alternatives 
Selected for Modeling 

• 30 restoration alternatives formulated to represent 
broad range of ecological outcomes 

• 15 chosen for screening-level modeling and 
assessment based on attributes anticipated to result 
in broad range of outcomes 

 

Key approach: maximize differences across selected 
alternatives to assess greatest contrasts 



Design Features 
Key 

• Breaches 
• Overflow weir 
• Primary channels 
• Secondary branch channels 
• Connecting channels 

depending on selected 
breaches 

• DWR and Port properties 
• Adjacent property access 

 



DRERIP 
(Delta Regional Ecosystem 

Restoration Implementation Plan) 

• Panel of experts 
 

• 2-day workshop evaluating 15 alternatives 
 

• Generate a report with 5 recommended 
alternatives 
 



Current Issues 

• DWR access 
• Property owner easements 
• Potential Seepage 
• Potential effects to the Ryer Island 

levee 
• Land and levee mgmt 
• Illegal hunting 



Outreach 

FRPA/Prospect Island Restoration outreach 
• Stakeholder Assessment – 27 interviews 
• Delta Restoration public meeting in Courtland 
• Delta Conservancy Board meeting 
• Delta Regional Forum 
• US Army Corps of Engineers / Port of West Sac pre-NOP briefing 
• Solano County pre-NOP briefing 
• Solano County Water Agency pre-NOP briefing 
• S.F. Bar Pilots/Port of West Sac pre-NOP briefing 
• RD 2068/North Delta Water Agency pre-NOP briefing 
• RD 501 pre-NOP briefing (April 4) 
• Delta Stewardship Council pre-NOP briefing (April 11) 



Blacklock Levee Breach, Oct 2006 
Photo: S. Siegel 
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